Tractatus

Philip Armstrong

Five short pieces for solo piano

Tractatus takes as a point of departure the first five propositions
from the philosophical work, Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, by
Austrian Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Just as the treatise seeks to identify the relationship between
language and reality, so the piano writing seeks to explore the
relationship between propositional language and music.

Proposition 1. The world is all that is the case.

Proposition 2. What is the case—a fact—is the existence of
states of affairs.

Proposition 3. Alogical picture of facts is a thought.

Proposition 4. A thought is a proposition with sense.

Proposition 5. A proposition is a truth-function of

elementary propositions.
(Translation by Pears/McGuinness)

Music written in 2008 in Vienna



Proposition 1: The world is all that is the case

Philip Armstrong
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Proposition 2: What is the case—a fact—is the existence of states of affairs

Philip Armstrong
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Proposition 3: A logical picture of facts is a thought

Andante espressivo J=72 Philip Armstrong
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Proposition 5: A proposition is a truth-function of elementary propositions

Moderato con moto J =82

) Philip Armstrong
173 7% L bﬁ' be o
Q If) . D2 — — ,T/—\lkl,o. 7 - 1=
(7 s ¢ D o — - 7 ¢
D} ? =
m
P d i | . A—A P
= e e
"[’ b b% b"%"v
v
T- \_/ 82b ____________________
’\
b bat
mhee  2f e ] ' B=ps
(s o = e e
SV | |
. ,4' , P! Y Y
S m— ——— va
Ve g — —
(b)(v)v = s -
) e ]
179~ T~ 3 4 N
p — == —= e
@U [ 'ﬂ I [ =I — b Ld i | :F
mf_T———p mf _—_——p
JT oL i e £ = A
5 é,ln
YN 6 ! /'\ 6 I ©
I e . b5555 5
_9 b b \—/I-'- I)l I — i b-l;- -I;- ; L Ir);/} T E——
() —_— I —— —— i i’
) —
m P E—
f P f ———— p
o be Y -
(6 —— 2
o 1 I ©-
6 hg
A vV v T
183 boo 1o ' —_ !y
f =37 EfeDhaehs L ebe 1 2, 37 —a—
I)\' < | -7 b ol —
[ Fan) AR | [ ! >3 ﬁ
> 3 3
J p S | ﬁ
—3 '_.3_| o —
. n N 7 VA b
PN o r= L
ER = e " i ]




[ £

]

Lk

7

ANDY. k8 1]

[  an YT

« Jph

IT1R—

—3

—_ |
o of o

2=

| e o o &
+ €

—~

=5

b

L

be o

}.
an e
bﬁ.

/‘\

Ho)®

Y

.h

\l

i |

) e

foX

4
Y

'lh/—\\

slhe # D& 2

o
?

— =
S

Yy

hee,!

Vo .

fe fe fe |

>

<
e

—~

| IS > J—
o

ik
- P

—3
—3

i
bg:

7 3=

p

3

=
@)@

')
H=

=

oK

—_

N

|
———p

Y Y YUYy

2

oJ

1

_N

 nf
) mp
196

188
190




